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JUNIUS. 

■* 

Faaion  may  it  rtfemkled  /o  bediei  in  thtir  defcmt ;  their  motion  is  increafed  in 
proportion  to  the  /pace  they  faU  throu^.  No  great  degree  of  fagaitty  was  re- 
quifste  to  fcreteh  that,  a  witer,  nuho  had  maleniolently  attached  the  grea  eji 
Officers  of  State,  woould  at  laft  lay  his  hand  upon  the  Throne,  and  fiake  eaten 
xi  Monarch,  -who  -wijhed  he  nvould  not  forfeit  e-very  title 
animated flyle,  is  far  from  in-vejfing  a  Jubjea^uh  aright  to  rafe 
a  lenielniith  hts  Sovereign,  and. to  arraign  his  condua  sn  terms  that 

total  dif regard  both  to  aeceney  and  ellegtance “rceitra.aid 
oouU  at  any  time  exijl,  fuppofing  the  Sontereign  Jhould  lay  ‘^f'f 
de^nd  to  the  charaaer  of  a  fellonu-fubjea ,  he  m:g  t  expr^s  J  / 

if  this  kind-  ’which,  though  abfiraaed  from  the  Jorms  of  Royalty,  "’’f*  fff 

heneilence  of  one  ’who  is  paternally  affeaed  for  tnc  ^welfare  of  h:s  fubjea.. 

Am  not  furp.ized  at  the  attack  lately  received  from  ^  pen 
his  pen  fpares  no  charaaers.  Impunity  inaead  of  [“twOiing  him  wu 

fufpicion!^  has  hardened  him  in  effrontery,  ."1^"  J  °d 

is  ?he  charaaeriftic  of  the  age  ;  he  may  have  been  wimngl^  can 

A  -oxyin  the  dream  becaafe  it  will  land  on  the  Ihoie  of  popularity. 

To  abafe  extraordinary  talents,  is  the  higheft  ingratitude  ‘hat 
J  o  a  D me  extrao  r  _  condua  ®f  the 

be  commuted  againft  the  honot »  ‘"a 

firft  rebel  in  the  creation,  who  was  both  a  Sj  .  &  ^  any  thing  wor- 

lig...  “Sri,  ?.  tS  ta«  b=..  .11 

s  wTrf ;  p.;..?  -11 »»"“  “  •'*  * 

*  At|  l«,.r  wbich  has  =  -l-'r  » 

is  .firetched  out  to  us  enormous  leng  charms  of  novelty  are 

employed  to  alienate  the  affeaions  o  •  „,,d  I  am  to  be  expofed  to  my 

neglected  to  introduce  the  poifon  o  S  other  Kings  have  been  in  belore 
people  for  being  in  the  fame  circmnftances  as  oAej,^  J 

me,— It  has  been  frequently  obferved  by  the 

voice, of  truth  feldora  reaches  ears  o  a  S'  g^jgj^  enemy,  will  even 
cafe  with  weak  and  arbitrary  Princes,  "defpotic?  Has  there  ne- 

Jetnias  dare  to  ftigmatize  me  w  ith  being  a  ^  y  general  charader  of 

ver  been  a  popular  Minifter  in  this  king  ‘  g^.^  ,jje  diflates  of  truth  to 

Burleigh  and  ffalftngham  ?  They  cerumly  conveye.4  tne 


N 

/ 


tlic  cars  of  Royalty,  and  arc  fufficicnt  to  explode  the  maxim  of  the  people. 
A  patriotic  Prince  may  find  it  as  difficult  to  be  aJdrefled  with  the  faiftood  of 
adulation,  as  a  defpotic  one  with  the  oracles  of  truth.  The  language  of 
complaint  is  not  always  the  language  of  truth  ;  grievances  may  not  be  real ; 
faaion  will  create  cauies  for  complaint,  if  fhe  cannot  find  them  already  exit¬ 
ing,  and  popular  difeontents,  when  traced  to  their  fource,  may  rather  be  the 
murmurs  of  a  few  difafFeffcd,  than  the  real  fighs  of  an  injured  nation.  The 
hiftories  of  all  nations  abound  with  inftances  in  proof  of  this  afiertion  pity 
n  IS,  that  will  not  prevent  future  ages  frem  committing  fimilar  miftakes.  The 
people  are  too  foon  fediiced  to  join  in  the  cry  againft  their  fuperiors,  and  their 
paluons  are  too  often  captivated  by  thofe,  who  were  unable  to  have  convinced 
their  underfeanding.— But  I  am  precluded  every  toj)ic  which  I  could  urge  in 
iTiy  aefence  ;  my  conduct  is  aflerted  to  be  wrong  from  principle,  and  the  lef- 
fons  t  have  learned  from  my  youth,  are  ftigmatized  as  pernicious.  Yet  dill  I 
2m  faid  to  be  naturally  benevolent;  but  how  that  could  be," after  my  habits 
Vtcre  become  pernicious  by  education?  is  a  problem  of  which  few  will  under¬ 
take  the  folution.^It  is  much  in  my  favour  that  my  nature  was  originally  good, 
as  it  has  refeued  me  from  an  inconvenkney,  that  is  a  fpecies  of  treafon,  for 
unlefs  it  had  been  lo,  I  am  told  by  one  of  my  fubjects,  that  they  w  ould  long 
fince  have  adopted  a  dyle  of  remondrance  very  didant  from  the  humility  cf 

complaint. - Y/hat  this  dylc  is,  let  the  nation  judge — ^nay — let  junius  ex- 

piain.  The  menace  is  lictle  better  than  the  menace  of  fedition.  If  we  fhould 
trace  yhc  thundcrboii  to  the  hand  from  whence  it  was  cad,  it  v;»  cld  be  found 
to  have  proceeded  frotii  the  hand  of  B'^arius,  who  was  engaged  in  aa  attack 
to  detlirone  Jupiter.  7  he  general  maxim,  that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong, 
which  was  intended  to  fecure  Majedy  againd  the  poiforious  diafts  of  malecon- 
tent?,  is  wreded  to  indife  woands  in  my  government  ;  and  too  often  in  tl-e 
natural  world,  thofe  gifts  which  were  defigned  by  nature  to  fapport  life,  arc 
converted  into  means  of  deftroying  it  :  the  latter  dows  from  pcrverfiiy  of  judg¬ 
ment,  the  former  from  perverfity  of  will.~-I  afeended  the  ITione  with  a  dn- 
cere  and  determined  rcfolution,  to  give  univerial  fatisfadlion  to  inv  fubjedfs  ;  I 
looked  on  myfelf  as  accoantable  to  the  King  of  Kings,  in  the  difcb.arge  of  iiiy 
duty,  and  when  I  confidered,  that  my  wili  and  pleafure,  and  happinefs,  de¬ 
pended  on  following  the  didlales  of  my  cfm^cicnce,  1  diought  inyf  if  w'cil 
iecured  from  doing  amifs.  The  general  reclamation  and  jov  of  the  naliort  on 
my  acceffion,  made  me  premife  invklf,  th-n  my  I'hrone  would  be  placed  in 
tbeir  hearts ;  and  when  I  confidered  the  thorns  which  twined  themfelves  r<f>iind 
the  diadem,  J  imagirxd  ihe  people  w^ould  be  more  ready  to  invite  in?  to  aft'ume 
the  Sceptre,  than  I  really  w^as  to  accept  it  - — The  brighted  finniine  i>  too  often 
intercepted  by  a  cloud  ;  J  find  too  foon,  that  earthly  gloiy  like  light  in  its  pio- 
gicfs,  is  liable  to  fits  and  iniermiffioiis.  The  very  means  I  took  to  fccurc  ge- 
reral  afiedtion,  were  urged  againfl  me,  to  deprive  me  of  fo  inelliniabic  an  ac- 
ouifition. 

Declared  the  King  af  feveral  nati^'n?,  J  looked  u|?bn  the  riSliv.es  of  each 

kingdom  as  my  fubjedls. - 1  tiionght  they  ought  equally  to  participate  of  my 

?»ffeftions.  Impartiality  demanded  this,  and  I  knew  that  partiality  w'as  in  a 
Monarch,  a  fpecies  of  injufiicc.  'fhe  com piehf olive  term  of  being  King  cf 
Cerent  Britain,  whifpered  to  ry.c  tliat  «il!  the  ful.p‘Ci<  in  Great-Britain,  were 
'fcpc'llv  allied  to  mess  tl  tb  fovcrcign.  Thc‘j'’'-eu  did  not  l-xunu  my  demini- 
mp,  tho  e  that  v/v.c  brro  rdith  of  ihat  fit* ;  were  as  as  much  my  fubjecls  as  ih?  lo 
ih^l  bc^n  rvaiiM  il'O  jficc  of  my  hly  afilction  fprciciiik’b  bfi? 

tu'. 


the  light  of  the  fnn,  in  every  corner  of  my  dwninibns,  snd  I  knew  ofro  other 
reilraint,  no  other  attradion  to  my  favours,  but  defert.  The  North  as  well  as 
the  South  Briton  partook  equally  of  ihc  warmth  of  my  bounty.  I  was  King 
of  both,  and  was  bound  to  treat  them  both  as  my  fubjeds.  None  but  a  perfon 
of  a  narrow  mind  could  blame  me  for  making  my  benevolence  general.  He 
that  would  blame  me  for  this,  muft  blame  the  fun  for  fhining  upon  other  nations 
as  well  as  his.  I  know  indeed  that  fome  malecontents  thought  me  partial,  b^- 
CBufe  all  my  favours  were  not  confined  to  thofe  that  were  born  on  the  fouth  of 
the  Tweed,  and  they  ftigmatize  my  generofity  with  the  invidi0us  terms  of 
prediledion.  I  looked  upon  myfelf  as  a  common  Father  to  all  my  fubjeds 
wherever  difieminated.  Surely  it  is  not  a  crime  in  a  father,  to  let  all  his  chil¬ 
dren  have  a  part  in  his  heart.  So  far  was  I  from  being  biafied  by  any  error  im¬ 
bibed  in  my  education,  that  I  divefled  myfelf  of  the  natural  prediledicn 
which  every  one  has  to  the  peculiar  fpot  in  which  he  w^as  born,  and 
J  looked  upon  myfelf  in  the  fame  light  as  the  ancient  fage ;  I  look¬ 
ed  upon  myfelf  not  as  the  citizen  of  the  world ;  but  as  if  born  in  every 
diflrid  of  my  dominion,  and  bound  co  carefs  them  with  equal  portions  of 
aftedion.— The  alteration  made  in  the  fyfiem  of  government,  was  the  efied  of 
deliberation,  it  does  not  become  me  to  add,  of  vvifdom  likewife  ;  I  do  not 
think  myfelf  obliged  to  reveal  the  fecret?  of  government  to  vindicate  inyfdf 
from  the  afperfions  of  every  enc  who  blames  my  cendud.  A  condefeentien 
of  this  kind,  would  unhinge  every  part  of  ftate  machinery,  ejitirpatc  the  ver? 
idea  of  fubordination,  and  ered  anarchy  upon  the  ruins  of  order  and  govern  ! 
mcKt.  It  was  neceffary  to  change  what  would  not  be  controulcd,  and  defpo- 
tifrn  in  a  Minifier  was  efteemed  no  Icfs  intolerable  than  in  a  Prince  ;  it  can  be 
no  crime  in  a  Sovereign  to  rule,  it  would  be  weaknefs  in  him  to  fulfer  him- 
fclf  to  be  ruled  by  a  fervafit.  lam  blamed  foj*  difeardinga  Minifler,  who 
was  at  that  time  very  popular,  but  fure  I  cannot  be  blamcA  for  that  fiep  now, 
for  even  the  people  have  divefted  him  of  the  feathers  with  which  they  had 
drefied  him,  and  have  more  than  once  pronounced  him  unworthy  cf  popu¬ 
larity. 

If  nay  condud  may  admit  a  vindication  in  thefe  points,  it  is  not  lefs  vindica- 
ble  with  refped  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  God  of  the  people’s  idolatry.  The  out¬ 
rages  he  committed  againfl  my  perfon,  the  afperfions  which  he  cafi  upon  tny 
dearefi  relations,  were  long  fuffered  with  contempt,  with  impunity,  if  not 
with  pity.  As  the  higheft  liretehoflaw  may  become  injufiice,  in  the  opinion 
cf  the  Roman  meralilt;  fo  when  clemency  is  carried  too  far  it  becomes 
trriminal.  I  never  thought  that  when  I  put  on  my  Crown,  1  ceafed  to  be  a 
man  j  or  that  at  the  time  when  I  accepted  of  the  Sceptre,  I  ceafed  to  be  a 
fon.  if  filial  duty  reigned  ftill  in  my  heart,  religion  will  pardon  me  the 
commifTion  of  that  crime  :  If  filial  duty  reigned  ftill  in  my  heart  let  the  fon 
,  judge,  for  the  fon  only  can  pudge  the  agonies  which  I  felt  at  the  afperfions 
w  hick  were  calf  upon  her  to  whom  I  owe  my  birth.  To  defend  her  could  be 
no  crime,  to  punilla  her  calumniators  was  to  obey  the  call  of  juftice.  But 
n  in  this  point,  I  fuffered  royalty  to  ftifie  the  agonies  of  the  man, and  bearing 
a  public  charader,  I  would  not  fulFcr  myfelf  to  be  roufed  by  lefs  than  a  public 
injury.  The  laws  Ihewed  refentment  to  be  founded  uponjaftice;  the  delin¬ 
quent  is  now  fuffering  no  punifhmcnt  from  perfonal  pique,  but  the  punifhment 
which  he  has  called  down  upon  his  own  head,  by  infringing  thofe  fandions 
which  are  the  bulwarks  of  civil  life,  and  the  only  props  of  Government. — 
Evea  in  the  mid^:  cf  pumlhmeiit,  I  iiileii(?d  to  the  voice  of  merry,  atid  the 
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ienicy  of  my  Government  Oione  forth,  even  in  the  pains  which  were 
wpon  the  delinquent;  in  this  cafe  the  Magna  Charta  and  Bill  of  Rights  were 
adhered  to,  wjih  unexampled  fcrupulofity.  The  fatisfadion  awarded  was 
leather  the  fatisfadion  ot  a  private  perfon,  than  that  of  a  Monarch  :  It  fau%fied 
me';  for  bomo  Ju7n^  &c,  is  as  much  my  favourite  maxim,  as  that  of  the  molt 
epmpaffionate  individual,  The  rays  of  royal  clemency  were  colleded  upon 
Wilkes,  in  greater  quantities  than  thofe  of  indignation,  and  it  was  my  inten¬ 
tion  to  illuminate  and  inftrud,  not  to  confume.  It  is  no  furprifing  thing, 
that  he  ihouid  be  aggrandized  by  his  punilhments.  The  lower  order  of 
a^tankind  fix  their  attention  more  upon  the  fufFerings,  than  the  crime,  and 
%vhen  their  hearts  are  melted  into  com pallion,  they  in  a  manner  forget,  that  the 
foilercr  is  a  criminal.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  deftroy,  but  to  lave.  When 
the  delinquent  is  worthy  of  favour,  my  arms  are  open  to  receive  him  :  and  if 
unierftand  the  workings  of  my  own  heart,  I  would  rather  die  to  fave  the 
zneaneft  individual,  than  force  an  individual  to  die  to  fave  me.  Faction  will 
always  fow  her  feeds  in  the  beft  Government?,  why  ngt  in  mine,  as  well  as 
in  another  ?  It  is  her  peculiar  province  to  diilortthe  truth  which  ihe  cannot 
annihilate :  and  an  erroneous  light,  is  fometimes  more  pernicious  than  total 
piindnels.  Through  her  glafs  the  moil  minute  objed  appears  very  confidera* 
t>;e,  why  then  Ihoald  we  wonder  at  the  aggrandizement  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  when 
3t  is  known  he  appears  fo,  only  through  the  miferofeope  of  fadion. 

Ihe  cxpuliion  of  Mr.  Wilkes  asd  the  eledion  of  Col.  Ltritrell,  afidrd  a 
\^-;de  field  for  cejifure  to  expatiate  irv.  Like  other  controverted  points  they 
may  be  agitated  a  long  time  ?nd  may  never  be  brought  to  a  deci/ion.  The 
Lawyers  have  argued  the  cafe  pro  and  con^  each  fide  is  fanguine,  each  thinks 
himfelf  in  the  right.  But  how  are  we  to  know  on  which  fide  the  truth  lies, 
when  each  opposite  party  avers,  that  it  lies  on  his,  *  The  only  judge  of  thet'e 

controverlies,  the  H— of  C - — ,  have  indeed  decided  the  cafe.  Shall  I 

foatch  the  balance  cut  of  their  hands  ?  Shall  1  fhew  myfelf  arbitrary,  becaufe  I 
cm  aecufed,  falfely  acciifed,  of  being  fo  !  Shall  I  overturn  the  pow  er  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  conltitution  And  take  a  flep  that  would  give 
defpotifm,  »li  the  advantages  ft  dcfircs  over  f  eedom  ?  No  I  I  was  raifed  to 
govern  a  free  people.  J  would  fcorn  to  be  King  over  a  nation  of  fiaves.-— 
'fhe  greatclh  glory  of  an  earthly  King  is  to  refemble  the  King  of  Kings;  and 
his  fervice  is  perie£l  freedom.  It  is  a  remarkable  circumflance  in  my  favour, 
that  the  Ihme  perfbns  thatcenfure  my  con-dad,  fix  the  brand  of  calumny  upon 
the  great  Senate  of  the  kingdom.  In  days  of  defpotifm,  the  Monarch  and  the 
ILrhament  were  always  at  variance,  aivd  it  is  an  infallible  fymptom  of  civil 
liberty  and  conftkutional  reditude,  that  all  the  three  branches  of  the  conllitu- 
tion  fhbuld  be  unanimous.  Shall  I  cut  down  the  prop  which  fupports  my 
Palace?  The  voice  of  fadion  may  demand  it,  but  the  voi^^e  of  freedom  irre- 
fidably  forces  me  to  leave  the  national  Council  without  cofttroul — it  fhall  be 
free ;  J  would  looner  be  enflaved  nayfelf,  than  piomote  the  triumphs  offlavcry  ; 
The  afFedions  of  mv  fubjeds  cannot  be  purchafed  too  dearly  :  1  live  only  to 
j^roraote  their  welfare.  While  I  regulate  my  condud  on  the  principles 
jcafon,  lam  fccure  of  the  love  of  all  the  lovers  of  their  country.  My  interelt  ^ 
3s  infeparable  from  theirr,  and  while  they  ha*ve  any  regard  for  themfelvcs,  they 
cannot  but  have  as  great  a  one  for  me  ;  the  calm,  the  difpafTionate,  the  ratio¬ 
nal  fubjed,  has  already  affured  me  of  his  loyalty,  1  can  have  no  other  enemy 
but  the  foe  to  his  country  and  the  enemy  of  order ;  I  can  never  be  hated  or 
dcfpifcd  while  J  purfue  the  paths  of  honour  and  juilice,  Noi  Ihall  my  condud 

be 
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•erverted  by  ibc  clamours  of  malccontents.  Non  cl^lum  ard^r  pra<va  juhen- 
a  is  a  maxim  that  defcribesand  enobles  the  duty  of  Royalty.  Inconfiliency 
’  give  birth  to  contempt ;  malevolence  is  the  only  parent  of  hatred.  I 
'1  avoid  both  the  progenitors,!  am  under  no  apprehenfions  from  their  offspring, 

••  me  not  upon  what  part  of  my  fabje6ls  I  would  rely  for  affiftance.  I  claim 
\ffiftaiice  of  all,  I  claim  it  upon  the  natural  right  of  a  parent,  and  the 
may  as  foon  draw  his  fword  upon  his  parent,  as  any  of  my  fubjeds  may 
on  me.  Ireland  knows  I  have  merited  her  elleem,  though  the  daughter, 

.  is  not  lefs  careifed  than  the  the  mother.  America  may  be  confidercd  in 
»  fame  light.  Neither  of  them  would  murmur  from  what  they  feel,  but  from 
iat  they  have  been  taught.  The  complaints  of  either  are  not  the  complaints 
diftrefs  but  the  mere  ecchoes  of  feditious  demagogues.  It  is  true  they  may 
ake  a  noife.  but  the  voice  if  articulate,  is  not  fuggefted  by  a  heart  which 
th  felt  a  real  pang.  Not  doubtful  of  finding  many  an  unperverted  fubjea 
’either  of  tbefe  regions  ;  I  am  ftill  lefs  doubtful  of  my  northern  I? 

oval  favours  can  fecure  fidelity,  I  may  alfure  myWf  of  theirs.  When  them 
mduais  aUered  from  what  it  has  been,  they  have  a  cla.ni  not  only  for  for- 
ivenefs  but  likewife  for  reward.  And  having  alrrady  tailed  the  fwefets  o. 
Wiance,  they  can  have  no  caufe  for  not  being  faithful.  The  army  is  neither 
eXft  nor  my  bell  refource.  The  guards  deferve  my  prote&on,  and  being 
eareft  my  perto.  cannot  but  claim  my  attention.  The  other  regiments  wilh 
Kp  miLL  and  ifthe  guards  were  to  be  iubflituted  in  their  place,  they 
°  ^  to  be  mv  guards  again.  This  is  an  honour  which  only  one  part 

If  the  military  can  eejol  and  to  grieve  or  grow  fullen  on  that 

e  to  rea  M  the  fable  of  the  contl'l  between  ih^  belly  and  its  members.  Th* 

VpI  rpoiments  have  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  the  great  origina  duty  they  owe 
marching  regiments  have  g  fidelity.  To  doubt,  would  be  to 

deferve.  Every  departm  raifed  them  to  eminent  polls,  nor 

by  their  merits.  rnnieft  here  as  among  the  Remans ;  the  Pretonan 

can  there  ever  exift  the  fa  ^  be  at  variance  i  and  if  they  fhouid 

bands  and  the  diflant  le^,  diftant  legions,  nor  even  of  the  Preto* 

be,  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  ^  V/hkh  way  foever  I 

rian  bands  to  give  away  the  °  .p  p  have  deferred  the  affeaions 

look,  I  fee  no  ““fe  Our  happinef,  is  interwoven,  is 

of  my  fubjeas,  ^d  I  will  re  y  upon  _  mortal  therefore  dare  to 

incorporated.  ooativ^e  to  its  full  extent  would  be  to  procure 

put  them  ®  ape^  in  ^fiich  I  have  no  immediate  concern,  would 

a  divorce,  to  exert  it  in  a  cale  -  confidence 

be  to  forfeit  what  I  value  more  ,11  Pnbjeas  in  general— 

of  future  Parliaments,  and  even  the  p  tes  from  encrosch- 

U  is  both  my  Wfth  wh^  face  can  I  then  begin  the 

ing  upon  the  “"rfie  conftitutional  line  which  terminates  the  fpnere 

encroachment,  or  with  the  prefent  H-  of  C— ,  de- 

of  my  prerogative  f  ^he  bberPes  t  foondation.  General  cenfure  is  no  cen- 

■ailrve  no  countenance,  as  thry  ha  _-_i„  a,.-nds  defert,  and  u  is  the  inui- 

tor,  .11 1  i>  i. .  mb...  h.'.e So  bl».d  .od 

cation  of  merit  hkewife.  .  ...  thatlhallpleafeallparties.it 
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powerful  enough  to  keep  it  in  my  fL“r  *  a>«'»y  be 
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